WWII Plane Crash Site To Receive
Memorial Plaque In Christmas, Florida

W

Over a year ago, Volunteers from the DeLand Naval
Air Station Museum were contacted by the Florida
..... Tosohatchee | Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission at the
5@‘——— Tosohatchee Wildlife Management Area regarding
Y wipimE the discovery of an old aircraft crash site, possibly
MAMGRNESE | : from WWII. The site was discovered in a very remote
: : area of the 30,100 acre area that was_ heavily
damaged as a result of a wildfire. Debris from the
crash site was revealed after heavy rains, when
workers were conducting clearing and removal of
damaged trees and brush as part of land
management tasks and wildlife assessment.

With assistance from Naval History and Heritage
Command in Washington, D.C. the crash details were
confirmed. On June f9,_ 1943, WWII Navy Pilot
Frederick L. Speiser was flying a P'V_-1 BuNo 33234 on
a routine_instrument training flight out of NAS
Sanford, Florida. Shortly after takeoff, with a_full
load of fuel, the aircraft crashed and burned in a
remote wooded area 35 miles SE of the base. The
aircraft was totally destroyed and all seven of the
crew members aboard were killed on impact.

With this information, it was determined that the
crash site_ would be left untouched. A memorial
?Iaque will be placed at the entrance of the
osohatchee Wildlife Management Area in honor of

the crew but the remote crash site will not be open to
the public.

In Memory of All Who Served
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,I'. FREDERICK L. SPEISER, USN
MAJOR GEORGE H. BROCKWAY, USMC
LT. ALAN H. SCHRIMER, USN
AM2C MELVILLE T. HESS, USNR
AM2C GEORGE R. MORRIS, USNR
AMM3C PHILIP H. EICELBERT, USNR
AMM3C GEORGE J. ECKELS, USN
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ENMIBRY RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY
VETERAN'S APPRECIATION DAY 2019

Every year, in April, Embry—Riddle honors those veterans who have served or are still
serving our country through our armed forces around the world. This event is free and
open to all veterans and their families. On April 15, 2019 DNASM Veterans Harold
Bradeen, Dr. Harry Price and Al Schweizer were honored as part of the event. The
guest speaker was Major General Alfred K. Flowers, USAF, (Ret.), the longest serving
Airman in U.S. Air Force history. With more than 46 years of service, General Flowers’
military recognitions include two Distinguished Service Medals, the Defense Superior
Service Medal, Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster and the Defense Meritorious
Service Medal plus seventeen others. He is the author of “Reflections of a Servant
Leader: My Journey as the Longest Serving Airman in U.S. Air Force History.”

Our thanks to Dr. Leo Murphy, an Embry-Riddle Professor
of Aeronautical Science and a 30-year U.S. Navy Veteran,
for donating some of his many plaques, awards and Navy
memorabilia for display at DeLand Naval Air Station
Museum.

Dr. LeoMur hy Donates Navy Plaques & Photos

Dr. Murphy, an aviation history expert, recently published

“Lost in Heaven,” the story of World War II Tuskegee

Airman 1st Lt. James Polkinghorne. The book recounts

Polkinghorne’s journey from his days as a bellhop at a

8§ Pensacola, Florida hotel, to his service taking enemy fire

over the skies of Italy. Dr. Murphy calls the book his

4 “passion project.” Working on it over the course of years,

he looked to hundreds of magazine clippings, personal

W@ ”“B& @W@W@] diaries and books, as well as to the airman’s sister,
Maggie Polkinhorne, to unearth details.

fie uivre lectures
Dr. Murphy was our guest speaker for the rollout of our
F[F@m @[Fﬂ MUBWE’)&]W TBF Avenger Restoration and we have invited him to
speak on a variety of topics in the future.



https://www.bluewaterpress.com/books-for-sale/lost-in-heaven
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Author Dr. Leo F. Murphy, EdD

1st Lt. James R. Polkinghorne Jr., USAAF, was born in Pensacola, Florida “
in June 1921 and earned his U.S. Army Air Forces pilot wings as part of .

the famed Tuskegee Airmen in February 1943. Assigned to the 301st
Fighter Squadron, he disappeared in May 1944 while flying a combat
mission in a P-39 Ajracobra over Italy. " -

2nd Ll., Alr Corps,

Packed with illustrations, Lo. Heaven also chronicles the
¥ The St achievements of early black tion pioneers who refused
ey . to be denied the opportunity to ¢ oy the splendors of
15t Lt, James R. Polkin i flight. The history of the Tuskegee Airmen is also traced, $19.95
Early Black Aviat ¢ documenting lfhle;‘Hﬁrculean effo;ts {equired by tzir‘]l'uskegee
A establish an aeronautical program and the
and the Tuskegec A successes of the first black fighter pilots in the

- A " e U.S. armed forces who served their country ‘
Dr. LeoF Murphy - ith honor and bravery in combat over the skies of Europe.

Dr. Leo F. Murphy is an aeronautical science professor and a
Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society. He offers lectures on a variety
of aviation-history topics, including most recently the enduring mystery
of Amelia Earhart’s final flight. Dr. Murphy has authored three other
books:

** Flying Machines Over Pensacola: An Early Aviation History from 1909
to 1929

** Hagler Field: A History of Pensacola’s Airport

** From Cropduster to Airline Captain, the Biography of Captain Leroy H.
Brown

Buy a copy of Dr. Murphy’s latest book from Blue Water Press.

**https://www.bluewaterpress.com/books-for-sale/lost-in-heaven)



https://www.bluewaterpress.com/books-for-sale/lost-in-heaven
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g8 Our thanks to Don Rowley and Greg
JESSSERSERE e EssaE s === Gerard for taking the lead on the
Embry Iil‘ddl‘é““ﬂ T ENRI[F| R LI 1A recycle building construction and

elta Upsuipn Fraternlty

§ coordinating our many volunteers to

assist with the rebuild of our Annex.

A special thanks to Embry Riddle

Delta Upsilon Fraternity and Riddle

Redeemers for their volunteer hours

M| assisting with metal siding and
"\ lighting prep. We Appreciate You!!
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EducauonalHiStonvliours
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Even with the Yard Sale Fundraiser and
the Annex Recycle Building Project
keeping our Volunteers busy, our
educational history tours for youth and
adults continue at the DNAS Museum.

5| Another busy month with visitors from
% local, state, national and international

B destinations touring the museum
{ complex.

We invite new members and volunteers to

N a\’/’.'feteran Dr. Dan Nielsengof, & join the museum and read our

_ 5 newsletters.
Greeny\Valley, Arizona 8 www.delandnavalairmuseum.org

YoulCaommunmiylRartiiers

% A Special Thanks to West Volusia Historical Society, Hidden Hills Homeowners %

Association, Atria Senior Living Orange City and everyone who donated sale i%
items and assisted with the DNASM Yard Sale Fundraiser.

TR R A R R R R R R R R e e o
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Another Succcessful Yard Sale In The

Ronald Herman Assembly Pavilion

West Volusna

m = liabitat
for Humamty

604 S Sprmg Garden Ave .'

Deland, FL 32720
86) 734-7268

Thanks to our Community & our
Jvolunteers for another great
= fundraiser. We met new friends and

3 continued educational museum tours.

1\ MO Dog ‘ |\‘o"fl‘r

After the sale, we

‘I1donated the items we

had left to Habitat
For Humanity and
Journey’s End Animal
Sanctuary.

(www.journeysend.org)




SUPPORT THE
DeLLAND BREAKFAST ROTARY CLUB

§MMAINSTREET
] COMMUNITY %/F\LL\]MK

is proud to support the Albert D. Doyps

WILD GAME FERST
May 2", 2019

Volusia County Fairgrounds

wildgamefeast.org
Tickets Available On-Line
$60.00 Per Person
or Call Eddie Molina (386) 717-2408

Thank You DeLand Breakfast Rotary Club
For Supporting Community Organizations
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QIANKYOU SPONSORS&COMMUN\TY PARTNEID

]CULTUDE
®YRVBUILDS s
.-/.\“FLODIDA

NATIONAL

NAVAL

AVIATION
- Volusia County ARl | M U'S E U M
FLORIDA = g

RONALD HERMAN & FAMILY ROtary Club Of DelLand
allqualityproducts.com , d€landrotary.org

Po ALL DeLand Breakfast Rotary Club

uallty dgamefeast.org

CHRIS STUBBS FAMILY
VPRODUCTS IN MEMORY OF WWII COMMANDER HARRY K. STUBBS
BUILDING MATERIALS

AN

DOUG & SARAH LANTIER, MARTY TORBETT FAMILY & FRIENDS
IN MEMORY OF KENNETH S. TORBETT, WWII DNAS LINE CHIEF

SANDRA TITCOMB & FAMILY IN MEMORY OF
y?u ELLWOOD TITCOMB 1ST DNAS MUSEUM PRESIDENT
com Olf

Con” THOMAS C. RYAN VIRGINIA BRUNER
SpeCIOh 5’ HONORING WWII COMMANDER

HONORING
THOMAS J. & MARY RYAN STEWART BRUNER

heoﬁng&Oi“mdm? B A\IWU\MSVTIBEE T c/m_m

brlansbbq com jacobhac. com mainstreetchf.com Aasbiiieg
b 877-COLLIS1

CollisRoofing.com

= Freeondl <1, DELTR

. ATHENS THEATRE 75 S _'
. athensdeland.com /
alrport |nm|II com bechtol.com f

Mﬂj///j
Be he West Volusia . versity ) \ batterytender.com
4 Lanp >

ptf3restoration.org
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IT\VOLUSIA COUN/TY?!

(suppm OUR SPONSORS AND CONUNITY PARTNERS

“iwenz= | Mainstreet DeLand Assocation| W &

DISLENe/ malnstreetdeland org N

WEST VOLUSIA, FLORIDA

Visiwestvolisia.com

y l* bHAVENhHOSPICE Jim & Beverly Outlaw
w«nz Cour 'Tfrd DcL”Tﬁd" eyour aven Ol‘g FI’ N n I rk
H.s:oﬁc?ohwwwn delandhouse.com - EEe Ay O

7 I | Rodney Thomas
Osteen, FL

| a—
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L)

daytonabhamahouse co marriotcom dabd

African American Museum of the Arts
Athens Theatre - athensdeland.com . Horida Sheriff’s Operation Purple
Atria Senior Living Orange City (2] Flonida Airboat & Rescue Team

Barberville Pioneer Settlement * V7 Great Tasting Tours DeLand
Bill Fraser Construction 386-717-1197 @ GER! www.greattastingtours.com
Butterfly World butterflyworld.com e Kennedy Space Center
Busch Gardens Tampa Museum of Arts & Sciences History Con
Central FLLA Nature Adventure Tours Cecil & Hyatt Brown Museum of Art
kayakcentralflonda.com New York Yankees Media—Raquel Julish
Central Flonda Metal Detecting Club Nails, Waxing & Microblading by Kim—
www.thecfmdc.com (386) 334-5923
COUNTY OF VOLUSIA - ECHO Rangers Orlando Science Center
VETERANS SERVICES - volusia .org Orlando History Center
Crankin A’s Model A Club Persimmon Hollow Women’s Club
Daytona Beach Area Visitors Bureau Search & Rescue of Central Florida
Daytona Beach Navy League Sea Scouts—Student Volunteers
Defending Freedom Warnior Weekend Sea World Orlando
Del.eon Springs State Park Spruce Creek Scuba.com
Fountain of Youth ECO Tours St. Augustine Lighthouse Museum
Deltona Memorial Funeral Home dignitymemorial.com Troy White -Artist
Diamond Productions Audio/Video University High Student Volunteers
Dottie’s Flonst—dottiesflorist.com Volusia/Flagler YMCA
Don Nedobeck—Artist Walt Disney World Orlando
Ed’s Crane Service (386) 532-0745 White Diamond Car Car Products
Embry Riddle Riddle Redeemers & Delta Upsilon Thank You Volunteers !! |
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Please Join or Renew Your 2019 Membership
Tour Guides Needed - Individuals or Couples (Training Scnpt Ava|IabIe)
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of Historic Places

MATTERS”

arts.gov/bluestarmuseums

Serving DeLand, Volusia County and the State of Florida

Preserving Military & Local History
In Memory of ALL Who Served

* DeLand Naval Air Station Museum, Inc.

910 Biscayne Boulevard Hours of Operation: 12 Noon—4 p.m.
Deland, FL 32724 Wednesday through Sunday

/ Phone: 386-738-4149 Call to Schedule Group Tours for Adult &
/ Youth Groups

www.delandnavalairmuseum.org

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! JOIN TODAY OR DONATE
(DONATE WITH CREDIT CARD ON WEBSITE)

ThankYou MuseumyVolunteers!!
View Past Newsletters-on Website Under News/Events




